Chapter 3

O'Hara Estate
In the post war years, the strong influence of the military and ascendancy class diminished considerably and the club was
now governed by business people, bankers, government officials and members of the professional bodies. This latter
group must be admired not only for their keen business acumen but as men of great vision in recognising the club's great
potential. There were, of course, the usual doubting Thomas's who threw cold water on any progressive proposal.
In December 1923 the committee decided that Mr. Martin McDonogh would approach G.W. Ryle with regards to the
possibility of acquiring the late Colonel O'Hara's estate at Blackrock. The following March the committee decided to
open a subscription by way of debentures with a minimum of £20 per member. £1,120 was collected at the meeting. The
subscribers were: T. McDonogh (President), Rev. J. Hynes, J. J. Ward (Vice-President), Professor Power (Captain), M. J.
Hynes, M. Kennedy, M. J. Tighe, F. Lenihan, P. P. Shee, T. Kyne, Dr. Morris, J. C Conroy and D. Quinlan (Hon.
Secretary). On April 11th 1924, the West Lodge and the land at Pollnarooma were bought for £4,750 plus £237
auctioneer's fees.
Messrs. Kennedy, Tighe, Lenihan and the honorary secretary were appointed to oversee the laying out of the new
course and the renovation of O'Hara's house which was known as West Lodge. The course was designed by the firm of
Messrs. Colt and Alison of Berkshire. Dr. Alister McKenzie who was the most respected golf architect of his era visited
Galway and in his one day's visit he outlined with stakes the position of the tees and greens. Dr.C O'Malley, a former
captain, who wrote a brief history of the club for the Carroll's Professional Tournament in 1969 states "a golf architect
named MacKenzie was commissioned. He was a genius, and he must have had a sense of humour also, to make a plan
for 14 holes above the road; but he did and his plan has never been improved on". F. Hawtree who published "Colt and
Co. - Golf Course Architects" lists Galway as one of the courses designed by MacKenzie. "Golfing", October 1923
states: "Dr. MacKenzie is one of the real artists in golf course construction. In years to come visitors will probably come
from overseas to see the works of the master. "This is a genuine MacKenzie bunker", they will be told, and the visitors
will view it with a reverence with which we at the present day view a Holbein or a Rembrandt". Augusta National, home
of the u.s. Masters, Cypress Point and Royal Melbourne are acknowledged masterpieces designed by McKenzie.
A debenture issue of £4,000 at four per cent was immediately floated and by strenuous canvass fifty shareholders had
taken up a total of £4,425 by 1925. Course construction which took four years devoured money as practically all the area
was a wilderness of scrub, gorse, rocks, bogs and callows similar to the area between today's eighth and seventeenth
fairways.
In those pre-bulldozer days, man depended solely on the donkey and cart, pick and shovel. So it was a daunting and
herculean task which faced the engineers M. Kennedy and M. J. Tighe. Dr. Bodkin Mahon said at a medical presentation
in 1928: "If they (the doctors)

Debenture Holders, 1924. Back row: Tom Kyne, M. J. Kennedy c.S., Surgeon M. O'Malley, J. O'Kelly-Lynch, Martin McDonagh, Professor Power
(Capt.), J. J. Ward (Vice-President), T. C. McDonagh (President), Dr. W. A. Sandys, Dr. C. O'Malley, P P Shee (Treasurer), W. B. Lenihan. Front
row: [as. Costello, D. Quinlan (Secretary), Dr. O'Beirne, Dr. D. V Morris, Desmond Shee.

realised the condition of the land they would appreciate the wonderful work that had been done. Five years ago he had
lost his dog and nearly himself in the land where the last four holes were now on their way to completion, and the five
holes up to Taylors Hill were one mass of rocks and furze and thick undergrowth. Some £10,000 had been expended on
making the links one of the finest in the West of Ireland..... "
The banks refused to give an overdraft and the committee at this stage was gasping for money. They had received
£240 for the lands at Barna, £29 for grazing, £3 for seaweed rentals - as the club had the right of access to the foreshore
for the collection of drift or cut weed. Presently a first mortgage was taken on all the club property to raise a loan of
£4,000 in the National Bank at 6 - 6.5 per cent. Today's members may be critical when they hear that the bullfield, the
land adjacent to the Hynes residence and part of Pollnarooma were sold for a total sum of £420, but the fact remains that
the club had to sell to avoid bankruptcy. The renovation of West Lodge, full of nooks and crannies, and even a haunted
room, cost £1,700 and even then was not adequate as a clubhouse. It was proposed by Dr. Morris and accepted by
committee to demolish the building and erect a new clubhouse to the right of the sixteenth fairway on the Taylor's Hill
road. His proposal, unfortunately, did not receive the necessary three quarters majority of the debenture holders.

J. Q'Driscoll driving. Mrs. and Mr. Kenny third and fourth from left. Note the sheep in the background. The players are
facing the wrong way as the shadows were causing problems to the photographer.
The report also added - that work on the final four holes had still to be completed. The social committee was kept
busy , organising whist drives, short dances and smoking concerts. These were well supported but it was the profits from
the bazaar which brought immediate financial relief.
The Bazaar
The "Citizens Bazaar" was held annually in Eyre Square. during race week. There was something dangerously frenchy
and revolutionary about the title! In 1925 the proceeds fromI. the bazaar were given to the golf club. The "Connacht
Tribune" Reports: "The Galway Golf Club Carnival was formally opened on Monday evenmg at Eyre Square by Mr.
Martin McDonogh U.C. the President before a gathering of O'Connor, B. Hynes, T. McDonogh, P. O'Gorman, J.
Tierney, Sec., Dr. C. O'Malley and others.
"The carnival contains all the customary attractions including Tofts side-shows which consist of hobby horses, swing
boats etc., as well as a golf stall, cigar draw, tea gardens and cafe chantant. The dancing saloon is the major attraction"
Mr. McDonogh said "…the bazaar was for the benefit of Golf Club. Its object was a worthy one and he believed
that after a time it would do a lot of good for Galway. When the club started to acquire the ground for the new golf links
a lot of superior persons said that it would not be a success, but they had now come to the conclusion that it was now in
a very fair way and would continue to improve.."
Rev. J. Hynessaid "…that the fact that they had such a fine
links was due to a great measure to the McDonogh family.
The
McDonoghs had bought shares to the extent of £500 towards the purchase money. Members were also deeply grateful to
Mr. O'Gorman and Mr. Hynes who had contributed £200 each in shares. Mr. Kennedy was working on the links early
and late and the thanks of the club are due to him for the fine work he has done. The nett profit from the bazaar
amounted to £644-13-10.Included in the profit was £15 from the proceeds of a play" An Dochruir" which was staged in
the Town Hall. Members of the cast included the Captain, Surgeon M.G.O' Malley, Mrs. Lenihan, Mrs. T. O'Beirn, Mr.
Fitzgerald, Dr. C. O'Malley, and Mr. F. Lenihan. One cannot but admire their versatility.Every effort was made by the
committee to get new members to join. The entrance fee was abolished and in order to give “all classes” of citizens an

opportunity of taking up the game, the club offered part-time membership tickets at two guineas which entitled the
holders to play golf from 6.00 p.m. each evening. Heads of establishments were
encourage
requested
theirtostaffs to
take up the game on these terms.

The Players: Messrs. J. Burke, Nolan, R. B. Kinneen, the Galway captain; Quinn and Brown photographed after the match at Galway

An Dochtuir - Some of the players in the sparkling little comedy, "An Dochtuir", written by Dr. Seamus O'Beirn, produced in the Town Hall, Galway,
last week. Reading from left to right: Surgeon O'Malley (Tadhg O'Clunain); Mrs. Lenihan (Bean Taidhg); Mrs. T. O'Beirn (Bean Tuatha); Mr. G.
Fitzgerald (An Scolairin); Sean O'Cunniffe (Fear Tuatha); Miss Roisin Breathnach (Mairin); Dr. Conor O'Malley (Michael Ruadh); Mr. F. Lenihan
(An Dochtuir). Dr. O'Beirn, the author, is third from the left.

Michael Kennedy B.E.
Michael Kennedy, the County Surveyor, had two great interests, one was to build good roads for the county and the other
was the golf course. He was a master builder. Early and late he supervised the work. He used to tell how one day while

looking over the 5th and 6th fairways he was appalled by the apparition of a lady on horseback galloping madly up and
down the fairways, tearing them to shreds - sacrilege! He shouted at her. She said "Who the hell are you?" Before he could reply

____

she continued "Whoever you are, you can kiss my
" and off she galloped in a cloud of fairway.
Trespassing on the course was not unusual and eventually the mmittee
co
was forced toissue the following warning in
the local newspapers:
"Trippers who risk their lives".
A problem which has exercised the minds of many committee meetings and that has caused much annoyance to
playing members, is the constant nuisance especially on days of Sunday excursions, of trespass on the course. The golf
links is the private property of the members, who suscribe from five to six guineas annually for its upkeep and not a few
of whom, in addition, have subscribed for two debenture issues, and given guarantees to the bank. To find a privilege for
which one has paid pretty highly, invaded by careless and thoughtless trippers, who risk their lives by crossing fairways
whilst they are in play, is a nuisance and a danger that can no longer be tolerated.
The club is willing to permit the most free access by all and sundry to the bank on the course above the high-water
mark, but it cannot permit indiscriminate wandering over the fairways and greens. Above all it cannot allow the
unutilised section of the property near the seashore to be turned into a second Hyde Park as shameless excursionists have
tried to do so on recent Sundays. Friendly notices are being tried in the first instance".
In response to this warning the well-known nursery rhyme "Jack and Jill" (golficised)
was published in the "Connacht Sentinel" the following week:
Jack and Jill went to Salthill
To watch the sparkling water
"0, Jack," she cried
"The world is wide,
Do take far off this daughter".
And Jack and Jill
Walked o'er the hill
Where little balls flash fastly
And Jill heard twang,
And Jack felt bang
And fell all flat and ghastly.
Though Jack and Jill
May walk there still
They wisely chose those hours
When golfers flowing goblets fill
And leave the links to Jack and Jill
The fairies and the flowers.
Michael Kennedy
The following comment was added: On Sundays, when excursionists invade Salthill, the four seaside holes of the golf
links have been likened to Hyde Park with the lid off.
MI. J. Tighe B.E.
He was employed as an engineering inspector by the Board of Works and responsible for the care of schools and public

buildings. He will be remembered in architectural circles as the engineer who built the "Indian" coastguard station near
Clifden. This was the result of the Civil Service in London getting their Irish and Indian plans mixed-up. He played a
major role with Mr. Kennedy in the construction of the course and also in the refurbishing of the clubhouse.
April 9, 1925.
The first nine holes were ready for play on April 9, 1925. The annual general meeting was held in the clubhouse in the
early afternoon. The following were present:
J.J. Ward (Vice-President in the chair), Dr.5. O'Beirne, Surgeon M. O'Malley, Professor Power, Dr.D.Y. Morris,
M.Kennedy, M. McDonogh, P.P. Shee, J. MacDonald, W. Fitzgerald, J. O'Kelly Lynch, F. Lenihan, J. Tighe, J.
Cosgrave, Mrs. Mahon and J. Tierney (Secretary).
The following officers were elected President
:
T.C McDonogh,
Vice-President:
J.J. Ward,
Captain
:
M.G. O'Malley,
Treasurer
:
P.P. Shee.
Twenty one members were elected on committee. Members spoke in glowing terms of the wonderful work done by

M.J. Kennedy for the difficult task he had performed in draining and reclaiming the area of the first nine holes in little
more than a single winter.
It may be of interest to note that new courses were also opened the same year in Killeguile (called Oughterard) which
overlooks Ross lake; across the bay in Doolin close to Mucknish Castle and also in Ballyvaughan. At one stage it was
envisaged that a steamer would ferry Galway golfers across the bay to the latter courses. The construction of a nine hole
course in Merlin Park proved to be too difficult and the project was abandoned.
Dr. Michael G.O'Malley.
Surgeon O'Malley was elected Captain in 1925 and he shared his year of
captaincy with his wife Chris who was the Lady Captain. He proved to be a
determined and courageous member of committee, who had the respect and
trust of his fellow members. Apart from being a professor of surgery at
University College
Galway, he was also closely associated with the business interests in the town.
He was a director of the Galway Gas Company, Galway Concrete, Cold Chon
and the Bridge Mills.
He presented the O'Malley Cup to the club in 1946 to be played for by
competitors whose handicaps exceeded 18. It was generally known as the
"Mugs Cup" and for forty two years ran side by side with the prestigious
Costello Cup. Many anecdotes relating to incidents in this competition are
fondly remembered by the members. On one occasion Mick Liddane who had
a two and a half foot putt on the eighteenth to win the final, strolled across the
green, picked up his ball and said in his own inimitable way" Ah! Shure
anyone would give me that!!!". His sporting and somewhat bewildered
opponent agreed. In another final Miko Connor was nine up on his opponent
after nine holes. On the tenth hole Miko hit a "beezer" right down the middle.
Dr. Michael G. O'Malley

Galway Golf Club 1935.Back row, left to right: J. F Costelloe, J. Tierney, H. St. John Blake, J. O'Sullivan, F Lenihan, J. P. Moran, D. Quinlan, W. R. Webster, P. M.
Kavanagh, J. P.Casey, P. Whelan, E. T. Wellwood, M. F Conroy, M. Whelan, Dr. D. V. Morris. Front row, left to right: Dr. T. Walsh, Dr. c.c. O'Malley, Dr. B. O'Beirne,
M. B. Tighe, Comdt. L. Walsh, R. B. Kinneen, G. Lougheed, J. J. Ward, T. J. w. Kenny, E. F. Fitzpatrick.

His opponent hooked his drive into deep rough. Miko turned to his caddy and issued the immortal words: "I think I have
him now!"
Dr. O'Malley was President of the club from 1946 - 1961. In 1954 - 1955 he was the first Galway man to be honoured with
the Presidency of the G.U!. He was also a past captain of Lahinch Golf Club (1931) and President of the Contract Bridge
Association of Ireland.
In 1923, his younger brother Conor joined the club and took to golf like a duck to water achieving a five handicap in a
short time. He was elected Captain in 1931.
Completion of the Course.
Another four years passed before the eighteen holes were finally completed. Finance was very scarce. The club could
neither pay the annual poll tax to the G.V.I. nor £2-10-0 to the professional. Ten more acres of land were sold to
M.McDonogh for £420 and three acres to B. Hynes for £250. Members were asked to subscribe to a Christmas fund
which was given to the poor of the neighbourhood who were employed to construct bunkers and wicket gates on the
course. The first competition over eighteen holes was played in April, 1930.
Card of the Course.
The first four holes across the road have only recently been altered. The original first ran westward parallel to the
road to a green beside the present fourth tee. The second hole was similar to the present fourth. The third was 370 yards

and ran parallel to the seashore to the present first green. The fourth was a par three - 178 yards to a green situated beside the
ladies first tee. No significant change has been made to the remaining holes on the first nine or to the tenth, sixteenth,
seventeenth and eighteenth.
The eleventh hole was 348 yards played uphill through the valley to a green placed on
the top of the hill at the "gap". The twelfth was considered to be one of the most challenging short holes that one could
play. The 125 yards shot was played from a tee close to the college boundary wall to an island green surrounded by
bunkers. A narrow passageway led from tee to green.
The thirteenth tee was placed beside the northern boundary wall. Poor second shots hit from downhill sloping lies
were punished by strategically placed bunkers on either side of the fairway. The northern boundary wall which was built
in 1957, when road widening took place, runs through the area which was once the fourteenth green. The fifteenth was a
short hole similar to the unused tee and green which are still to be seen.
No card of the course for that era is available. From newspaper reports and help received from A. Roche, C. Hosty, B.
Sandys, B. O'Sullivan and C. Townley, the following card has been compiled:
Hole
1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

Yds
375
382
360
178
432
430
544
335
197
____
3233

-

Bogey
5
4
4
3
5
5
5
4
3
__
38

Hole
10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18

Yds
437
348
125
448
440
158
395
352
403
___
3106
3233
_____
6339

Bogey
5
4
3
5
5
3
4
4
4
___
37
38
___
75

FORESHORE SALTHILL.
An article published in the "Galway Observer" of May 1927 by W.O' Malley M.P. under the heading "Salthill- Past
and Present" states "……..sixty years ago when I visited it (Salthill) for the first time it was not the attractive seaside
resort it is now…….The accommodation for visitors has vastly improved while sanitation and hygiene have so advanced
as to make it one of the most healthful watering places in Ireland. People nowadays are sufficiently educated to
appreciate the necessity of personal cleanliness. The old woman who boasted and thanked God that" a drop of water
never touched her pelt" was not alone in thinking that to keep ones body clean was quite unnecessary Blackrock is still
the favourite for men bathers. I remember the time when Blackrock was still a disgrace to Galway. Colonel O'Hara who
owned the land and the rock, put difficulties in the way of bathers. He made it difficult to get to the rock at all". In 1909
the removal of a diving board from the rock inspired a local bard to write a few verses which began:
"Oh! James asthore we all feel sore after getting such a shock,
When the Colonel roared "take off that board from my fine big Black Rock".
In 1910 an agreement was reached between Richard O'Hara and the Urban Council in the Chancery Division before the
Master of the Rolls " that a perpetual injunction be granted to the plaintiff restraining defendants from entering on his
lands. He was further provided that upon such order being made plaintiffs would grant to the Galway Urban District
Council a lease of the premises known as the "Black Rock" with a right of way on foot over the path leading to such at
an annual rate of £1, the place being used for bathing purposes by the public".
The club inherited the rights to the foreshore as far as the low water mark and leased the collection of seaweed and
drift weed to the local small farmers. This was cut or collected in springtime depending on tide and storm and spread on
land or vegetable crops to retain moisture and add humus to the ridges of potato or vegetable. The black weed was
regarded as the better for spuds - epicures, Aran banners, dates and pinks were the favoured crops in this area. Red
seaweed was used for vegetables. Until the early seventies a thriving market gardening business was carried on in the
Barna area and the local farmers were the chief suppliers of rhubarb, carrots, onions and early potatoes to the Galway
market.
The seaweed tenants from the Rahoon area had a right of way which ran from the entrance on Bothar Ard (Kingston)
across the 16th and 8th fairways and continued parallel to the 5th fairway exiting at the gate close to the 6th green. It

continued from the gate at the opposite side of the road running parallel to the stream (Sruffcin na meala) to the foreshore. Most of this pathway is still clearly visible.
Lieutenant Commander James Tierney (1883 - 1965).
He was born in Westport and followed a family sea-faring tradition when he went to England as a boy for "training" at
a Naval College. He served with the Royal Navy throughout the first world war and before and after the war he served in
many parts of the world. He took part in many naval engagements including the famous battle of Jutland when the
destroyer H.M.S. Warrior on which he was serving sank.
He was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross for service as a mate
during the early war years. In January 1931 he was awarded a Certificate of
Bravery when he plunged into a high sea at Blackrock and swam sixty yards
from the shore to rescue a drowning man.
He was also a pilot attached to the Galway Port Authority for many years
and piloted many of the first trans-Atlantic liners into the bay in the late 1920's
and 1930's.
On retirement from the Navy as a Lieutenant Commander, he came to
Galway and in 1924 was appointed Secretary of Galway Golf Club. He played
a major role in the smooth transition of the club from Barna to Blackrock. He
was the key figure in all the major developments which took place in the club
until his retirement in 1964.
He was a tireless worker and a first class administrator. He was courteous to
all and possessed absolute integrity. His word was law and his authority was

-

never questioned. Older members will recall one of his great sayings
"Gentlemen, have you no homes to go to ?" Despite his authoritarian nature he
was held in high esteem by all the members.
James Tierney
World War 11.
During the 'thirties there was a substantial increase in membership. An average of sixty new members joined the club
annually in the years prior to World War 11. With the rationing of petrol during the war years, many people living in
town found the effort of cycling to the club too much and the number of resignations began to exceed the applications.
The entrance fee was abolished and special rates were offered to the large number of army officers and nurses who
resided in St. Endas College during the emergency.
In order to reduce labour and generate a little more income, the course was leased to a local butcher for sheep grazing.
Other non-woolly hazards appeared in the middle of the fairways in 1941 when in accordance with the Department of
Defence instructions, tall polls were erected to prevent the German Luftwaffe from landing on the fairways.
Golf balls at this stage became so scarce that a new one was invaluable. Old cut balls were sent to Dunlops in Cork
who would have them remoulded and returned to the Club. In 1944 the clubs quota of new golf balls for the year was
forty dozen. It was a common sight on Sunday mornings to see members frantically searching in the rough trying to find
a ball so that they could participate in the day's competition.
War restrictions.
In 1942 there was consternation among the Committee when the Secretary revealed that whiskey was rationed being now
reduced to 87.5 gallons for the year. After the inevitable "long deliberation" it was decided that the quota would be 1

-

quart on weekdays after 5.00 p.m., only 2 quarts on Sundays and one bottle of Scotch and an extra gallon on Captain's
Prize day. New members would not be supplied. When the quota was exceeded a firkin of draught stout was bought but
only 8 gallons 1 quart 1 pint was consumed out of 16 gallons.
The E.S.B threatened to disconnect the electricity as the club had exceeded their quota by 30 units. Strict instructions
were given that lighting had to be reduced to the minimum. Consequently card playing was now forbidden and all
members had to vacate the club by midnight.
Caddies.
A good caddy was worth his weight in gold. Not alone could the "expert" caddy mark and find the ball in the deepest
rough but his master would also be assured of a perfect lie! Christy St. George who was appointed caddy master in 1929
at £1 per week was given the task of grading the caddies. They had the use of a room in the gate lodge where basic utensils for cooking were supplied by the club. One of the rules applying to them was - "that caddies that offer their services on

Thursdays, Saturdays and Sundays and who are not employed shall be paid for one full round provided the weather
conditions before play warrant their presence for caddying. Numbers to be limited. Thursday and Saturday - 10; Sunday 20".
The caddy received Is 6d per round with an allowance for lunch if retained for more than eighteen holes. Lunch
generally consisted of two slices of bread with a generous helping of jam supplied by Mrs Larkin for 2d. From a small
window in the gate lodge they watched the members approach and as one can well imagine they had their own method of
grading the members.
On one occasion during the late thirties the caddies went on strike. After they were put off the course, they
congregated at the front gates where they demanded "two bob" per round. C.I.O'Flynn who negotiated on behalf of the
committee offered "two shillings but no tips". The offer was refused and after further negotiation the caddies settled for
Is 9d per round with tips. A cleric who played every summer with the then Bishop of Galway Dr. Michael Browne was
the first who parted with 2s and he was known afterwards as the "two bob bishop"! Members loaned their clubs to the
caddies for their annual competition. The winner received £1-10-0, second £1 and the third lOs. Afterwards they were all
entertained to high tea by the Ladies Committee. The promising young Christy O'Connor playing off scratch, won this
competition on numerous occasions. Peadar Condon who bought his first driver from Christy for "36 coppers and a free
matinee" says that not alone did Christy practise for hours on end but that he had a great interest in the technical aspects
of the game and a burning desire to master all kinds of shots.
The Clubhouse.
Apart from wages the single most debilitating drain on finances was the clubhouse. The committee again decided in
the mid-thirties to build a new one but again the necessary majority of three quarters of the debenture holders was not
obtained.
In 1945 it was decided that it would cost £1921-11-4 to carry out repairs to the roof, bar, stairs, locker rooms, kitchen
etc. But as the club was running at a total loss of £747 for the previous eight years the debenture holders decided that it
was not feasible to raise a loan to carry out the necessary repairs.
However, despite the irksome war restrictions and a catalogue of woes, a great spirit of dedication and determination
bound the small band of dedicated golfers in their efforts to survive despite all the odds.
Competitions.
The usual club competitions were played on the new course over nine holes beginning in April 1925. The first
Captain's Prize was won by W.S. Fitzgerald who defeated M.Jl. Kennedy by 3 and 2. In the "Connacht Tribune Trophy"
which was the most prestigious competition of the year Canon Davis and Miss Coffey defeated Dr. Sandys and Mrs.
Waithman. In their first interclub match Galway played Castlerea. The following notice was inserted in the "Connacht
Tribune" - "a Galway omnibus will wait outside St. Ignatius Church at the conclusion of 9 O'clock mass on Sunday to
take the Galway Golf Club team to Castlerea. The team selected comprises: Mrs. Mahon, Miss Hynes, Mrs. Braund,
Miss Redington, Men: D. Sweeney (scratch), D. Quinlan (6), J.E Costello (6), E Lenihan (8), W. Fitzgerald (11), P.P.
Shee (14), E Bell (14), Dr. C O'Malley (15), Subs: G. Palmer and L. Mahon.
Inter-club matches at home and away were later arranged with Tuam, Ennis, Castlebar, Loughrea and Gort. The first
team to represent Galway in the County Trophy was: D. Sweeney (Scr.), J. Costello (6) (Captain), F. Lenihan (8), Dr. M.
O'Malley (8), W. Fitzgerald (12), R Kineen (16), D. Allen (17), J. Donovan (17).
An open week was held in June and again in August. Entrance fee 3s - no green fees. The dance was held in the
clubhouse- "a very enjoyable open week dance was held in the club on Thursday when about eighty five couples danced
from 11.00 p.m to 3.00 a.m. A tasteful supper was provided by the Ladies Committee. The dance was one of the jolliest
ever held. In addition to the excellent sprinkling of guests from adjacent clubs, guests came from Cork, Greystones,
Portmarnock, Co. Sligo and Bundoran. The ladies were beautifully gowned in graceful long frocks. It is a pity that on
such an occasion men do not pay their tribute to femininity." Connacht Tribune 1931.
Needless to say, the above comment could not possibly have referred to the locals!

Galway Golf Club, 1945. Top row: H. Ludgate, J. Cunningham, P O'Maille, C. McCarrick, J. Glynn, W. Carroll, J. Allen, S. Stewart, G. Houlihan, P. Scanlon,
Dr. C. O'Malley. Middle row: F. Walsh, F. Call, J. Horgan, J. Craddock, J. Kelly, D. Kenny, J. Brennan, M. Dolan, F. Bell, Dr. S. O'Beim, M. G. Ryder, T.
MacLaughlin. Sitting: Lt. Comdr. J. Tierney (Secretary), Dr. W. McHugh, G. Corbett, W. P Cahill, J. Stewart, Surgeon M. G. O'Malley, Rev. M. Garahy
(Captain, 1944), Dr. R. Sandys (Captain, 1945), C. I. O'Flynn, Major J. O'Sullivan, D. Quinlan, S. Lowe.

Cups and Trophies.
In 1928 the McDonagh Cup was presented for an eighteen holes stroke competition with eight to qualify for match
play.
In 1930 the Faller Cup was presented, and in 1934 the Costello Cup was introduced.
During the early thirties, Galway golfers began to make their presence felt on the national golfing scene, especially in
the South of Ireland Championship. In 1929 and 1930 D. F. Sweeney (Scratch) was beaten in two consecutive finals by
John Burke. In 1935 Rev. M. Garahy was beaten in the final by RM. Saunders and Dr. T. Lenihan was the runner-up in
1939. P. Lenihan, J. O'Driscoll, P. O'Flynn and P. O'Beirn represented Connacht in the first interprovincial series in 1938
and again in 1939 when Connacht finished in second position.
Irish Close Championship 1935.
Galway hosted the Irish Close Championship in June. Despite an almost continuous downpour of rain, a large gallery
followed the players all through. John Burke (Lahinch) played excellent golf when he defeated W. J. Gill in the third
round. He covered the first nine holes in thirty four. Peadar O'Beirne was beaten in the fourth round by C. Ewing (Co.
Sligo), RM. McConnell (Royal Portrush) defeated J. Burke in the final by 2 and 1.
Writing in "The Irish Press" after the Championship, "Long Putt" pays tribute to the Galway Golf Links and its
founders. "Everyone knew, of course, that there was a links near the western town, but nobody suspected for one
moment that it was a layout second to none of those upon the championship rota It is a great course, a splendid one and it
demanded from the player a high standard of good and brainy golf to get the necessary figures. Slip-shod methods were
fatal, and every shot from tee to green had to be carefully thought out and accurately placed to avoid the abundance of

trouble which the natural features of the country provide.
It is a layout with characteristics which are peculiarly its own. Beautifully situated on the edge of Galway Bay it could
not be called a seaside course and yet it is by no means an inland one. It seems to possess the salient features of Irish
types, and in addition it savours somewhat of the moorland courses of Berkshire.
The first four holes are on the waters edge and could, perhaps, be called "seaside". Crossing the road, the remainder of
the first nine are typical of some of our best inland links laid out on level country which, after the ninth climbs gradually
up and across and down the side of a hill.
It is on the last nine holes that one sees the course at its very best and here, too, it is that the golf has an atmosphere
which is Galways alone. Each hole is cunningly laid out, with tee shots just difficult enough to prevent the wild and
careless" swiper" from having his own unhampered way.
The rough on either side of the fairways is simple looking but terribly deceptive, while the bracken and gorse are
rendered all the more terrifying by the sight of rough Connemara boulders protruding here and there in grim
fashion….Unlike most of our modern courses the brassie is not of paramount necessity, but good work with irons is
essential…The nature of the country combined with slow fairways and the ever present prevailing wind, all tend to make
the 6,300 yard course play infinitely longer.
The short holes are excellent - in particular the 9th which is a 200 yarder over gorse, bracken and boulders to a well- trapped
green, with a bed of rushes lying perilously adjacent for the badly-pulled shot. The prevailing wind spelt death to even a
slight hook and it was amazing how few were on the green during the week's play.
Of the other holes the 13th stands out as a perfect example of a par four. Played from a height - again over a big carry of
vicious rough - it demands a brave and accurate tee shot and a well played second to a delightfully-rolling" old fashioned"
green.
The 16th is another" gem" and it was the deciding hole in many matches. Slightly under the 400 yard mark it
somehow always seemed to demand long hitting.
The 18th is a grand finishing hole. The tee shot must be played well to the left, and woe betide the player who tries a
short cut. From the well-placed shot, there is a delightful and adventurous second to a plateau green, so well guarded that
the high dropping shot is the only one which gets home.
Only ten years in existence, the Galway course is a wonderful example of what can be done with even the most
terrifying country. To make it, the creators had literally to carve it out from boulders, gorse, bracken and from
marshland".

Galway Gold - Junior All-Ireland Cup.
In 1937 Galway were defeated by Milltown in the Irish Junior Cup by 3 and 2. Representing Galway were: Fr. M.
Garahy (4), Comdt. 1. Walsh (4), Dr. C. O'Malley (5), W. P. Cahill (6) and J. Stewart (6). Dr.c. O'Malley won his match
by a record 9 and 7. The following year they made no mistake when they defeated Lahinch in the semi-final and Royal
Dublin in the final at the Castle Golf Club.
In the semi-final J. O'Driscoll was the first to hit off for Galway. Three dead stymies from yard distances and some
long putts holed by his opponent Brud Slattery combined to defeat him on the 16th. Next came Fr. Garahy who played
wonderful golf to defeat his man on the 16th. Then came Dr. C. O'Malley who had very hard luck. He was three down
with five to play, yet he brought his opponent to the 18th where a fifteen yard putt was holed to leave him 2 down.
Des Kenny was five under bogey when he won his match on the 14th. It all depended on the last match, in which J.
Stewart secured an excellent four on the last hole.
In the final, J. O'Driscoll and J. Stewart soon brought in their opponents having secured victory by the margins of 4
and 3 and 6 and 5 respectively. Fr. Garahy was narrowly beaten on the last green. Dr. C. O'Malley was beaten on the
17th. Once again the issue depended on the last match between Kenny and Curran which now was attended by a large
gallery.
They finished all flat on the 18th. Two good drives down the middle of the 19th and a spoon shot from Curran just
failed and toppled into a bunker beside the green. Kenny left his iron shot a yard and a half from the pin, and eventually
had two putts for the hole and the match.
Connacht Tribune Cup.
In 1938 a beautiful Irish silver cup was presented by the "Connacht Tribune" to be played during Whitsuntide. The
handicap limit was four. The competition commenced on Saturday with an eighteen holes qualifying round. The best
eight qualifiers played match play on Sunday and the final was over thirty six holes on Monday. There were forty
entrants and D.V. Morris (Hermitage), an Irish international rugby player, emerged as winner when he defeated PO'
Flynn by eight and seven. In 1939, a huge crowd witnessed one of the best finals ever seen in Galway when B. Slattery
(Lahinch) defeated the local man J. O'Driscoll. O'Driscoll who had eight birdies was three up after the first eighteen
having returned a sixty eight as against Slatterys seventy two. His score equalled the professional record held by P.J.

Mahon (Royal Dublin). In the second eighteen the positions were reversed and Slattery won by two and one. The
following two years, Burke and Slattery of Lahinch played outstanding golf in closely contested finals, S. Ward in 1943,
was the first local to have his name inscribed on the cup. Unfortunately the cup was removed from the club some years
ago and has never been traced.
In 1945, Jack O'Driscoll who was employed by the Munster and Leinster Bank was transferred to Cork. He was a
scratch golfer with a tantalisingly easy style of play. In 1944, he broke the course record with a round of 67.
While in Cork, he partnered the professional J.McKenna in the Hermitage Amateur cum Professional foursomes. They
reached the final and in what was described as the greatest match in the seven years of the competition the Cork
combination was defeated by Joe Carr and Harry Bradshaw on the 36th
hole.
The sad news of his death the following year came as a great shock to
all his old golfing friends in Galway.
Irish Close Championship 1949.
The Irish Close Championship was played in beautiful warm weather in
June. Local entries included: M. Dolan, M. Kennedy, P O'Beirne, T.
Lenihan, J.J. McNamara, J. Cahill, J. Allen, S. Stewart, D. Quinlan,
M.G. Ryder, J. J. Commins, S. Ward, C. Burke, M. McDonogh, A.
Roche, P.J. O'Flynn, RT. Sandys, T. Smyth and C. Hosty.
In the quarter final, S. Ward was beaten on the eighteenth by the
eventual winner Jimmy Carroll (Sutton). A feature of this match was the
unbelievable distances Ward was hitting his tee shots. Carroll defeated
T. Murphy (Elm Park) in the final by four and three.
S. Ward never played interprovincial golf as the series was
abandoned in 1939 and did not resume until 1958. He was the youngest
captain to hold office in the history of the club. Apart from golf, he was
also a noted rugby and soccer player. He was the first to bring a boys'
swimming championship to Galway when he won the Connacht
Championship in 1934. In 1939 he won the City Snooker
Championship. He won practically every cup in the club but his
proudest moment was winning the pro-am with his old friend Christy
O'Connor in Gleneagles in 1957.
Connacht Tribune- Scratch Cup
B. Slattery (Lahinch) and J.

a'Driscoll who contested

the final in 1939. The caddy (left) is Paddy Smyth who
later became a professional in Elm Park

The Professionals.
In 1921 W. Nolan was appointed professional in Barna but only stayed for a short period as he was offered and
accepted a post in Portmarnock. Richard Larkin was appointed in 1925 at £2-10-0 per week. He had been previously
employed in Ennis Golf Club. He won two Leinster professional tournaments played in Royal Dublin and was
recognised as a good teaching professional and greenkeeper. Mrs Larkin, who was an extremely hospitable and friendly
lady took charge of the catering in the club. When Larkin died the following year, he was succeeded by M. Cahill who
was appointed on a temporary basis. Later on, the committee selected Pat Quinn. He was paid £2 per week with free
accommodation in the Gate Lodge. He was given the sale of all clubs; lessons at 2s 6d per hour and 3s 6d for playing
eighteen holes with a member. He was in charge of the men on the course. He worked from 8.00 a.m. to 6.00 p.m. He
was to assist on the course until noon and other times when not engaged in giving lessons.
Professional Tournament 1933.
A professional tournament was held on August 20, 1933. The club sponsored the prize money of £60, - 1st: £35, 2nd:
£10, 3rd: £8. Twenty six competitors played.
Result:
1st - P. O'Connor - Woodbrook
2nd - W. Nolan – Portmarnock
3rd - P. T. Mahon – Birr

142 (70,72).
145 (73,72).
147 (74,73).

Quinn had rounds of 79,71.
Prior to this tournament, two international amateurs J.C. Browne (Tramore) and J.Burke (Lahinch) defeated Quinn and
Nolan in an exhibition match.
Irish Close Professional Tournament - 1936.

In ideal conditions, this championship was held in August. Forty four professionals competed
Results:
J. McCartney (Hollywood)
P. J. Mahon (Royal Dublin)
S. Fairweather (Malone)
W. Nolan (Portmarnock)
P. Quinn (Galway)

1st day
71-71
68-73
71-74
70-71
77-77

2nd day
70-69
70-74
73-68
71-76
75-79

Total.
281
285
286
288
308.

The hard luck story of the tournament was Fairweather's first round. He was eight under bogey going to the 17th. He
sliced his drive into the rough and when he came up to his ball he found it surrounded by stones and lying as he himself
said "under the only tree stump within half a mile". The hole cost him an eight and he proceeded to take a five at the
eighteenth when two fours would have given him a sixty six.
Out:
4,4,4,3,4,4,5,3,3 - 34.
Home: 4,4,2,4,4,3,3,8,5 - 37.
Mrs. M.J. Kennedy presented the Challenge Cup together with £25 and a gold medal donated by the captain and
committee to the winner.
In 1937, J. Carroll took over as club professional. He played for Ireland on numerous occasions. In his first match
against Wales, he played with Bradshaw who was also making his debut. They won 2 up. Carroll also won his singles by
two and one. His best round in Galway was in an exhibition match against J. O'Driscoll.
Out:
4,4,4,3,5,4,4,3,3 - 34.
Home: 3,4,3,4,4,3,3,3,3 - 30. Total: 64.
In 1944, the "Connacht Tribune" reports - "The largest gallery ever seen at Galway Links followed four golfing stars
when they played an exhibition. The golfers were H. Bradshaw (Irish champion), D. Cassidy (Castletroy), J. Carroll
(Galway) and J. O'Driscoll (Scr.). Bradshaw scored 77, Cassidy 78, Carroll 71 and O'Driscoll 73.
In July 1948 J. McKenna Douglas won the Irish Professional Golf Championship at Galway. His score was 144 (75 &
69) for the two rounds.
In March 1946, Bob Wallace who was attached to Adare succeeded Carroll. The following quote from the minutes of
October 11, 1946, will I feel bring an appropriate end to what must be considered a great era of golf in the history of the
club - "The question of Christy O'Connor being attached to the professional as an apprentice was discussed. The
secretary was asked to take the matter up with the professional and report at the next meeting".

